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HarbourSide UPDATE  

The Annual General Meeting gave the owners of units in YCC 510 an opportunity to review 

the past year in the life of our building ð our home. 

Reports from the various directors brought information which identified areas of interest to 

those attending. 

The Energy report highlighted the fact that new hours for low-cost hydro usage have been 

established.  We learned, too, that upon inspection and as a result of our maintenance work, 

our electrical system is in excellent condition. 

Security highlighted the work of the committee and of the Security Manager. Edward White 

is an excellent source in this area. He determines that our building is secure and that his staff 

is aware of who is visiting in our building and confirm that those who are entering have 

been approved by a resident or owner. 

The Property report covered many areas: the seventh floor renovations, the gardens, the 

swimming pool, upgrading such items as the luggage carts, and the resolve that our building 

must have the ñbestò whenever we are replacing and renovating. It is not satisfactory to just 

ñget byò with whatever will plug the hole. 

There is a responsibility on every owner and resident: owning and living in a building of 603 

units requires an understanding of the rights of our neighbours and a willingness to acknowl-

edge them. For this reason, a Handbook for those living in our condominium was estab-

lished in 1997/1998. It was revised in 2009/2010. In it are the guiding principles that allow 

us to have a sense of community unparalleled anywhere in Toronto. 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

DONALD COOPER 
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HarbourSide UPDATE is published ten times a year by the all-volunteer Communications Committee. Contentˈincluding articles and photosˈis contributed by 

Committee members and others. Original photos are typically credited. Stock photos and clip art are copyright Microsoft, provided free of charge courtesy of Micro-

soft Design Gallery. UPDATE is printed on-site at HarbourSide. We welcome your comments and suggestions; send an email to harboursideupdate@gmail.com. 

Rosemary Clark, Chair 

Jennifer Barber 

Pauline Brown 

Michelle Ramsay-Borg 

James Russell 

Sujaya Saha 
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55 Front Desk: 416-362-2655 

65 Front Desk: 416-362-2065 

MGMT Office: 416-362-1174 

mgmtoffice.ycc510@rogers.com 

www.harboursidecondos.ca 

harboursideupdate@gmail.com 

THIS MONTHôS MASTHEAD  
 

 

 

 

 

This evening photo, shot 

July 18, 2009, is a view of 

Toronto from Olcott Beach, 

NY, taken by Ad Meskens 

of Belgium. 

 

If you have an image for the 

masthead, weôd love to see 

it. Send an email to:  

harboursideupdate@gmail.com 

 

Photo © Ad Meskens, li-

censed under the terms of 

the GNU Free Documenta-

tion License. 



PROPERTY MANAGERôS REPORT 

P age  3  HarbourSide UPDATE  

NOVEMBER 2011 

Winter hydro rates begin November 1st  

The winter rates for hydro usage include two peak periods. This is because the days are 

shorter and when people get up, lights and appliances are turned on. This pattern repeats 

around dinner time. 

Please do your best to conserve energy during the on-peak periods (7 to 11 am and 5 to 7 pm) 

when the rate is 10.7 cents per kilowatt hours. Doing high-energy chores such as laundry and 

cooking during off-peak hours or weekends saves 45% on the cost of the electricity you use 

for the task. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Insurance coverage 

All residents including both owners and tenants should review their insurance annually to ensure that they have adequate in-

surance coverage. 

Any high-rise building will experience water leaks from time to time. A buildingôs pipes and interior components (toilets, p-

traps, etc.) will eventually wear out over time. 

Many residents assume that if a leak occurs from a common element, the condo corporationôs insurance will cover all of the 

damage. The reality is that the condoôs insurance only covers repairs which are included in the Standard Unit Bylaw. This ex-

cludes all personal property, flooring, upgraded finishes and the cost of alternate accommodation should the suite be uninhab-

itable. 

When an insurance claim results from a water leak in a condo, the ñfaultò or the source of the damage for the most part doesnôt 

come into play. Due to waivers of subrogation contained in the Declaration, each party must claim their damages on their own 

insurance. 

We recommend that you pick up a copy of a bulletin in the property management office that provides more information on 

insurance, and obtain a copy of the Standard Unit Bylaw if you donôt have one already.  You should provide your insurance 

broker with this information to ensure that you have adequate coverage in the unfortunate event that you ever need to make a 

claim. 

RUTH WORMITT 

TIME OF USE WINTER RATES 

      ¢ per kw 

7:00 pm to 7:00 am 
Off-
Peak 

$ 5.9 

7:00 am to 11:00 am 
On-
Peak 

$$$ 10.7 

11:00 am to 5:00 pm 
Mid-
Peak 

$$         8.9 

5:00 pm to 7:00 pm 
On-
Peak 

$$$ 10.7 

WEEKENDS & HOLIDAYS 
Off-
Peak 

$ 5.9 
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YQNA REPORT: KNOW YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD  

YQNA is often asked about 

how to join our neighbour-

hood association and what 

is involved. Will any work 

be required or payment of 

fees? Will you get inun-

dated with emails? The an-

swer is: none of the above. 

You will become better in-

formed, and eventually you 

might want to join others 

who work in areas that in-

terest you. 

Everybody is welcome to 

get on our mailing list, 

which will result in impor-

tant information coming to 

your inbox perhaps four to 

five times a month. You 

will hear about proposed 

developments in our 

neighbourhood, about pub-

lic meetings and sudden 

issues cropping up.  

Another category of emails 

from YQNA brings news of 

the wonderful events that 

take place on the Water-

front, with occasional invi-

tations to attend or partici-

pate. 

Every two months YQNA 

has a ñboard meetingò that 

is open to anybody who is 

interested. The meetings are 

held at the Radisson Admi-

ral Hotel, which generously 

donates the space.  

Agendas are distributed, 

minutes taken and the co-

chair makes sure everybody 

has a chance to speak. We 

usually invite a prominent 

speaker with expertise in 

areas that concern us all. A 

number of committees re-

port on what is going on ð 

their liaison with Toronto 

Police, city planning, social 

events, noise, parks and 

much more. 

People are usually im-

pressed by the lively discus-

sions around the table and 

jump in with comments and 

ideas of their own. The at-

mosphere is very friendly 

and witty remarks always 

generate some laughs. After 

each meeting, many of the 

members gather in Radis-

sonôs 5th floor bar for re-

freshments and continued 

talk about the Waterfront. 

We have no membership 

fees and rely on garage 

sales and contributions to 

carry out YQNAôs work. A 

lucky star must be shining 

over the Central Waterfront, 

because YQNA stands out 

as very active and success-

ful among neighbourhood 

associations in Toronto.  

We have a core group of 

talented people who volun-

teer their time and abilities. 

Since our start in 2004, we 

have worked with over 40 

agencies, associations, busi-

nesses and three levels of 

government. 

 

At first we pursued planners 

and developers, but now 

they come to us to present 

their proposals for our 

neighbourhood. Even when 

opposed, we maintain a 

civil tone in negotiations, 

which has helped us influ-

ence several final plans. 

Currently the most active 

HarbourSide residents are 

Braz Menezes, Bob Ras-

mussen, Leah Lambert, 

James Russell (now in 33 

H.S.), Klaus and Friedel 

Hatje, and me. 

It is YQNAôs mandate to 

provide information to the 

HarbourSide board, always 

ready to point out the ef-

fects of developments on 

our building and other 

condo buildings on Queens 

Quay. In that role, we liaise 

with City Hall, Waterfront 

Toronto and Harbourfront 

Centre. 

If interested, you can get on 

the YQNA mailing list by 

sending your name, address, 

phone number and email 

address to YQNAôs com-

munications chair: 

sara.hsieh@utoronto.ca. 

You will then receive an 

invitation to our next meet-

ing on November 8th. 

It is an extra bonus that 

YQNA has helped knit the 

neighbourhood together and 

generated many friendships.  

You are welcome to join us 

and contribute your ideas. 

Written by: 

Ulla Colgrass, YQNA 
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RESIDENT LAUNCHES EXCITING NEW BOOK  

Photo by: Bob Rasmussen 

The Security Committee is still looking for two volunteers to round out our dynamic team. We are looking for residents who 

have an interest in making sure our homes remain safe and enjoyable to live in. You can make a difference! 

Please help your neighbours by volunteering to be a floor captain. Contact security.ycc510@rogers.com to find out which 

floor still needs a captain.  Make sure your floor is covered. 

Written by: Peter Yeung, Security Committee Chair 

OUR SECURITY COMMITTEE NEEDS MEMBERS 

An enthusiastic crowd of some 40 people gathered for wine and cheese at the home of Celia and Bob Rasmussen to help Braz 

Menezes launch his new book, Just Matata* ð Sin, Saints and Settlers, a novel set in Kenya and Goa.  

His family and many supporters were both pleased and excited for him. What an accomplishment! Braz read us snippits of 

what promises to be a great read. Afterwards, he signed and personalized our copies for us. We wish him good luck with the 

book, the first of a trilogy. 

You too can pick up an autographed copy, at our annual art and crafts show in the Lounge and Tiffany Room on Wednesday, 

November16th, between 6:30 and 8:30pm.  

Written by: Pauline Brown, Communications Committee 



HarbourSide UPDATE  P age  6  

NOVEMBER 2011 

IS THIS YOUR TRASH? 

ñGo Grannies Goò is orga-

nizing its annual óIn-Suite 

Tourô to raise funds to help 

grandmothers in Lesotho, 

Africa.  

These grandmothers are 

trying to support orphans 

and vulnerable children and 

HIV Aids victims. 

This year, Peg Herbertðthe 

founder of Help Lesothoð

will join us to celebrate and 

support our efforts for the 

grandmothers in Lesotho. 

Peg will be providing short 

information sessions, an-

swering questions and giv-

ing us her first-hand per-

spective on the reality of the 

lives of the grandmothers 

and their children. 

Come join your neigh-bours 

and see the suites open for 

viewing on Sunday, No-

vember 6th, from 1:30 to 4 

pm.  Refreshments will be 

served in the Tiffany 

Lounge following the tour.  

Beautiful jewelry, as well as 

the Help Lesotho 2012 cal-

endar, will be on sale in the 

lounge.  

Tickets for this event are 

$18. Volunteers are needed. 

GO GRANNIES GO: CELEBRATING OUR 5
th

 YEAR 

Canôt be there Sunday, No-

vember 6th? You can still 

help the grandmothers in 

Lesotho Africa. Donate to 

óHelp Lesothoô, a registered 

Canadian charity. 

www.helplesotho.ca 

Buy tickets, donate or vol-

unteer by contacting: 

Sandra Hellyer 416-366-4092 

or 

Adele Slavik 416-361-0506 

or   

Carol Lawlor 416-925-9032 

 

 

Written by: Susan LeMay  

The photo shown here is of a weekly cleanup of items thrown out of HarbourSide windows and balconies, landing mostly on 

the 7th floor terrace, and sometimes even on your neighbours as they ate or sat outside. A covering on one balcony was burnt; a 

serious fire could have occurred if the resident had not been at home. Other residents have had glass and toys tossed at them. 

 

These activities are unacceptable. We all deserve a safe and 

clean environment, and a terrace that we can all enjoy when 

weather permits. 

 

Please ensure that neither you nor any of your guests throw 

anything out of windows or Juliet balconies. If you see anyone 

doing so, please report them at once to security. Owners of 

offending suites will be invoiced for the cost of cleaning and/

or required repairs. Unpaid invoices will be applied to the 

suiteôs annual maintenance fee and status certificate, and a 

report may be kept for the authorities.  

 

Information and photos by: Edward White, Security Manager 
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HARBOURSIDE VIEWS 

The following note refers 

to a letter from Adrienne 

Pollak that appeared in 

the October 2011 issue of 

UPDATE. 

 

Adrienne Pollak is so right 

that clearing the garbage 

rooms is a ñthankless task, 

performed tirelessly each 

evening.ò 

My husband commented 

that the person in charge 

deserves a prize for putting 

up with the all too frequent 

mess and accompanying 

odours, and for doing his 

job diligently and uncom-

plainingly. 

It's hard to understand why 

people can't do such sim-

ple things: push garbage 

down the chute completely 

and put recycle items in 

the right box with NO food 

left in them. 

ILLEGAL PARKING LOT?  

A couple of people at City Hall have told me that the parking Menkes laid out virtually over-

night is illegal because it was built without a permit. The parking lot, which is expected  to 

bring in approximately $3 million  per year for the developer, is on the former site of the 

Workers Compensation building due north of HarbourSide. The City is looking into the issue. 

Written by: James Russell, Communications Committee 

The Communications Committee thanks residents for their interest in writing to us. No matter 

what your views are, UPDATE welcomes your questions, comments or suggestions. You can 

reach us at: harboursideupdate@gmail.com or leave a note at the Management Office for the 

Communications Committee, and we will follow up. 

Just this week someone on 

our floor put dirty, worn 

out jeans in the paper bin! 

Ms. Pollak is also right in 

suggesting that smelly, 

carelessly used garbage 

rooms will indeed affect 

property values adversely.  

Signed: 

Katie Gare 
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HALLOWEEN FUN FOR LITTLE KIDS  

Party helper Doreen loads chicken bits onto Angelicaôs plate 

First-place winner Danya, 6, and Reanna, 4ˈtwo Rapunzels 

Bumblebee Chelsea, 2 (above) and Thor Yasha, 5 and Tinkerbell Katie, 4 (below)  


